


Mussolini: The Untold Story is the original NBC Network biographical 
miniseries drama that aired in November 1985. The 7-hour series 
follows the rise, rule, and downfall of Italian dictator Benito 
Mussolini played by U.S. actor (George C. Scott). 

Mussolini's private life features prominently in the series, including his 
long-term romance with his mistress Clara Petacci (played by Virginia 
Madsen). 

The series begins in 1922, as Mussolini gathers his power through the 
use of his Black Shirt militia. Promoting himself as Julius 
Caesar reincarnate, Il Duce gains a national fervor that peaks after the 
Italian invasion of Abyssinia (Ethiopia) in 1935. In 1938, Mussolini 
attempted to promote peace at the Munich Conference. Nonetheless, 
he aligned himself with Adolf Hitler. Mussolini drew Italy into World War 
II, which led to his country's decline, Mussolini's fall from power, and 
eventual roadside execution of Mussolini and Petacci. 

The Series was nominated for two Primetime Emmy Awards. 

 

Mussolini: The Biography 

After  WWI, Mussolini resumed his political activities, criticizing the 
Italian government for weakness at the Treaty of Versailles. He 
organized several right-wing groups into a single force and, in March 
1919, formed the Fascist Party. Capitalizing on public discontent, 
Mussolini organized a para-military unit known as the "Black Shirts," 
who terrorized political opponents and helped increase Fascist 
influence.  

In 1935, determined to show the strength of his regime, Benito 
Mussolini invaded Ethiopia, and the capital, Addis Ababa, was quickly 
captured. Mussolini incorporated Ethiopia into the new Italian Empire. Impressed with Italy's early military successes, 
German dictator Adolf Hitler sought to establish a relationship with Benito Mussolini; he was flattered by Hitler's 
overtures and interpreted the recent diplomatic and military victories as proof of his genius. By 1939, the two 
countries had signed a military alliance known as the "Pact of Steel." With Italy's resources stretched to capacity, 

many Italians believed the alliance with Germany would 
provide time to regroup. But Hitler's invasion of Poland and 
declaration of war with Britain and France forced  

In 1942, at the Casablanca Conference, Winston Churchill 
and Franklin D. Roosevelt devised a plan to take Italy out of 
the war and force Germany to move its troops to the 
Eastern Front against the Soviet Union. Allied forces 
secured a beachhead in Sicily and began marching up the 
Italian peninsula. With pressure mounting, Mussolini was 
forced to resign and arrested; German commandos later 
rescued him.  

Mussolini and his mistress, Claretta Petacci, attempted to escape to Switzerland, but were captured by the Italian 
underground on April 27, 1945. They were executed the following day, on April 28, 1945, in Mezzegra (near Dongo), 
Italy, and their bodies were hung on display in a Milan plaza. The Italian masses greeted Mussolini's death without 
regret. Mussolini had promised his people Roman glory, but his megalomania had overcome his common sense, 
bringing them only war and misery.


